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Figure 1. The internal world of individual choice R
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Dilemma of Collective Action and the Success of Institution Design
——Comparison Study of The Logic of Collective Action and

Governing the Commons

LI fan QIN Guowei HU Chao
School of Management, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China

Abstract  Public choice theory is an important branch of modern western economics, and it’s also an impor—
tant theoretical basis for the new public management movement. As the two founders of the model of pubic ra—
tional choice theory, Manser Olsen’s and Elinor Ostrom’s thought has a tremendous impact on western theory
circle, and the latter won the Nobel prize in economics for her contribution in the field of public resources
management. Rereading and comparing The Logic of Collective Action and Governing the Commons: The Evolu—
tion of Institutions for Collective Action, their representative works, will help us understand public issues and
public policies.
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