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EX.
Chronic pain is a complex phenomenon. Consequently,it 1s difficult to define. A

combination of definitions is utilized.

Pain that persists beyond the usual course of an acute disease or a reasonable time
for any injury to heal that is associated with chronic pathologic processes that cause

continuous pain or pain at intervals for months or years
Persistent pain that 1s not amenable to routine pain control methods

Pain where healing may never occur
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The prevalence of chronic pain 1n the adult population ranges from 2% to 40%,

with a median point prevalence of 15%

Persistent pain has been reported with an overall prevalence of 20% of

primary care patients
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